Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.023; wR factor = 0.066; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.9.
In the title compound, [Zn(C 4 H 3 N 2 O 2 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ], the Zn II ion is situated on a twofold rotation axis and exhibits a distorted octahedral coordination configuration. The equatorial plane contains two cis-oriented bidentate 1H-imidazole-4-carboxylate ligands and the axial positions are occupied by two coordinated water molecules. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a three-dimensional supramolecular network. There are -interactions between the imidazole rings, with a centroid-to-centroid distance of 3.504 (3) Å . 
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: APEX2; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Recently, we were interested in constructing coordination polymers based on N-heterocyclic carboxylic acids (Zheng et al., 2011) . The imidazole-4-carboxylatic acid (H 2 imc), which contains two N atoms of an imidazole group and one carboxylate group, remains largely unexplored, compared with its analogue imidazole-4,5-dicarboxylic acid (Alkordi et al., 2009; Lu et al., 2009) . To date, only a few mononuclear complexes based on the H 2 imc ligand have been documented (Haggag, 2005; Starosta & Leciejewicz, 2006; Gryz et al., 2007; Yin et al., 2009 In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into a three-dimensional supramolecular network, which demonstrate π-π interactions between the imidazole rings ( Fig. 2) with the centroid-to-centroid distance of 3.504 (3) Å.
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Experimental 13.6 mg ZnCl 2 (0.10 mmol) and 16.8 mg H 2 imc (0.20 mmol) were mixed in 6 ml EtOH/H 2 O (1:1). The aqueous NaOH (0.20 M) solution was dropwise added to the above solution and the pH was adjusted to about 7. Then, the resulting mixture was sealed into a 10 ml Teflon-lined stainless-steel reactor, which was heated at 100°C for 48 h under autogenous pressure, and then slowly cooled to room temperature at a rate of 2°C/h. Colorless block crystals of (I) were isolated, washed with distilled water, and dried in air (yield: 56% Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+3/2, y, z+1/2; (iii) −x+2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (iv) −x+3/2, −y+3/2, z.
